IMAA RECREATIONAL SOCCER

1st/2nd Grade Division Rules and Regulations

The F.I.F.A. Laws of the Game will apply with the following modifications,

clarifications, and additions:
1. The ball to be used will be a size three (3) ball.

2. Players must be in the 1st and 2nd grade and live in Shamong, NJ.

3. The 1st/2nd Grade Boys Division is intended to be an instructional league.

Therefore, no official scores will be kept for the games, and no team standings

will be maintained for this division.

4. Games will be played with four (4) players per team, with no goaltenders.

a. In the event that a team fails to provide four (4) players, teams are either

encouraged to borrow extra players from the opposing team or both

participating teams play with three (3) players per team in order to ensure

that a game is played.

5. During the games, all parents and other spectators must remain on the outside

sidelines of the 4v4 fields being used for simultaneous games being played

by the teams participating in the applicable session. The only people permitted on

the internal sidelines of the 4v4 fields are the coaches and players. Each

coach is responsible to inform and enforce this rule with their parents/spectators.

6. Each player must play at least half the game. It is also recommended that each

player rotate their positions throughout the season.

a. The exception to the aforementioned rule is if the coach requires the need

to discipline a player for the following reasons:

i. Habitual absence from weekly practices/games without

explanation.

ii. Striking or abusing a coach, referee, or another player.

iii. Disruptive and/or non-cooperative behavior at the practice/game.

7. Players shall wear a team shirt for all games. Opposing teams will have

contrasting color uniforms. Shin guards are required for all activities. No hats,

hoods, jewelry, watches, and hard hair retaining items are permitted.

8. Two coaches from each team are permitted on the sideline during the game.

a. Coaches must instruct and address players in a positive, constructive

manner at all times.

9. If there is no referee for the game, one coach from each team will be responsible for performing the duties of refereeing their team’s game.

a. Coaches must be unbiased in performing all applicable referee duties.

10. The duration of a 1st/2nd Grade Boys Division game is two (4) 12 minute quarters –

48 minutes total.  Play stops every 6 minutes for substitution.
11. Substitutions are permitted only at the midway point in each half (6 minutes) and

at halftime.

12. There will be no goaltenders, coaches must instruct their players about the

exclusion area (goalie box in front of each net). To prevent players from

Goaltending, players are not to enter the area unless the ball is already there.

13. The Commissioner is responsible for calling off games due to inclement weather

or field conditions.

a. If inclement weather or field conditions, requiring the Commissioner to

cancel all games scheduled for a particular day, occur prior to one (1) hour

before the start of the initial game for a particular day, the Commissioner

will contact each Head Coach and post a Cancellation Notice on the

Soccer Home Page of the IMAA Web Site http://www.imaasports.org/
i. Each Head Coach is responsible for notifying their player’s parents

of the cancellation prior to the start of their team’s scheduled

game.

b. If inclement weather occurs either less than one (1) hour prior to the start

of the initial game for a particular day or during the game, it is the

responsibility of the participating Head Coaches to make the decision

whether to cancel the affected game.

14. The Commissioner is responsible for rescheduling all cancelled games.

a. Rescheduling of games will be posted to the Soccer Home Page of the

IMAA Web Site http://www.imaasports.org/ .

i. Each Head Coach is responsible for notifying their player’s parents

of all rescheduled games.

15. There are no penalties for offside during games. Coaches will be cautioned for

encouraging such play.

16. There will be no direct free kicks resulting from fouls. This means when

restarting play, the ball must touch a second player before a goal is allowed.

17. A throw-in will be utilized when the ball goes out of bounds on either sideline.

The throw-in is rewarded to the team who was not the last team to touch the ball

before it crossed the sideline out of bounds.

18. A throw-in shall have the following occur at the moment of delivery:

a. Face the field of play

b. Have each foot on the ground, on or outside the sideline

c. Use both hands to deliver the ball

d. Have delivered the ball from behind and over the head

e. A goal may not be scored directly from a throw-in

f. If the ball is thrown improperly, a second throw-in will be allowed

g. The thrower can not play the ball a second time before another player

touches it (thrower can not throw to themselves)

19. Goal kicks will be utilized when the ball goes out of bounds on either end-line if

the offensive team is the last to touch the ball. The goal kick will be performed,

with the ball placed at one of the corners of the defensive team’s goalie box, by

the team defending the goal on the end-line that the ball crossed out of bounds.
During a goal kick, all players except the player performing the goal kick must

stand outside of the penalty area on the end of the field where the goal kick is

being performed.

20. Corner kicks will be utilized when the ball goes out of bounds on either end-line

if the defensive team is the last to touch the ball. The corner kick will be

performed, with the ball placed at one of the corners of the defensive team’s endline,

by the offensive team.

21. The following intentional fouls will result in the referee awarding an indirect free

kick to the opposing team from the place where the foul occurred:

a. Intentionally kicking or attempting to kick an opponent

b. Tripping an opponent

c. Jumping at an opponent

d. Attempting to slide tackle an opponent

e. Charging an opponent in a violent or dangerous manner

f. Striking or attempting to strike an opponent

g. Holding or pushing an opponent

h. Dangerous play, playing while on the ground, or kicking high

i. Intentionally obstructing the opponent when not playing the ball

22. The referee need not call a foul during a game if in his/her opinion, the team

against whom the foul is committed acquires the advantage in play immediately

after the foul.

23. A player, coach, or spectator shall be cautioned if he/she:

a. Enters/reenters the field of play illegally

b. Persistently infringes the rules

c. Dissents from referee decisions by word or action

d. Displays unsportsmanlike conduct

24. A player, coach, or spectator shall be sent off the field (ejected) for:

a. Violent conduct or serious foul play

b. Abusive or foul language

c. Persistent misconduct after being cautioned

25. A player or coach ejected from two games in a season will be suspended for the

remainder of the season.
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